
Job Description: Corridor Stewardship Technician 
Appalachian Trail Conservancy 

 

 
POSITION TITLE: Corridor Stewardship Technician 
OFFICE LOCATION: Based in Boiling Springs, PA with field work and travel possible to NY, NJ, PA, WV, MD, VA (11 
weeks) 
Based in VT and NH (8 weeks) 
SUPERVISOR: Ryan Seltzer, Mid-Atlantic Corridor Stewardship Coordinator & Alison Scheiderer, New England Land 
Protection Associate 
DEPARTMENT: Conservation 
STATUS: Seasonal (19 weeks; March 21 – July 29) 
 
THE APPALACHIAN TRAIL CONSERVANCY’S MISSION: To preserve and manage the Appalachian Trail – ensuring that 
its vast natural beauty and priceless cultural heritage can be shared and enjoyed today, tomorrow, and for centuries to 
come.  
 
DEPARTMENTAL MISSION: The Conservation Department of the Appalachian Trail Conservancy (ATC) ensures the 
permanent protection and stewardship of Appalachian Trail Lands (ATC lands), Appalachian National Scenic Trail corridor 
lands (National Park Service lands), and their associated resources through effective implementation of a cooperative 
management system involving ATC, Trail-maintaining clubs, and public-agency partners. 
 
POSITION SUMMARY:  
This position will last 19 weeks between late March and July 2016.  For the first 11 weeks, the technicians will be 
based and working in the Mid-Atlantic Region near Carlisle, PA.  For the remaining 8 weeks, the technicians will be 
based and working in the New England Region (VT and NH)  
First 11 weeks: Under the supervision of the Mid-Atlantic Corridor Stewardship Coordinator, the Corridor Stewardship 
Technician monitors, maintains, and recovers exterior corridor boundaries of lands that were acquired to protect the 
Appalachian Trail, while mitigating encroachments encountered according to National Park Service protocol. Fieldwork is the 
primary function of this position. Data entry and trip planning is also required.  The Technician works with Trail clubs in the 
mid-Atlantic region to strengthen the existing volunteer-centered system. The Technician keeps detailed work records and 
maintains field equipment. Fieldwork may occur from northern Virginia through New York. 
Remaining 8 weeks: Under the supervision of the New England Land Protection Associate, the Technicians will use GPS 
technology to map all intersections with Appalachian Trail in Vermont within the corridor of protected land using a Trimble 
(GPS) unit, handheld data logger/ tablet computer and digital camera.  The remainder of their time will be spent working with 
volunteer Trail Clubs to recover exterior corridor boundaries in Vermont and New Hampshire.   
 
DUTIES & RESPONSIBILITIES:  
 Technicians will provide their own reliable vehicles.  Mileage reimbursement will be provided. 
 Assists local volunteer Trail club members in repainting Appalachian Trail corridor boundary lines; monitors monument 

and boundary line conditions; and clears line-of-sight along NPS boundary lines. 
 Assists Corridor Stewardship Coordinator and Trail club leaders with organizing and presenting training workshops. 
 Prepares for field work by reviewing detailed survey maps and trail maps. 
 Documents and follows established protocol for minor, moderate, and major encroachments. 
 Maintains organized field work records with detailed attention to data entry. 
 Schedules and completes field projects; including logistics coordination, pre-field preparation, and post-field follow-up. 
 Travels to and from work sites; keeps detailed work log; tent camps when necessary at work sites. 
 Organizes, inventories, and maintains tools, supplies, program vehicle, and other field equipment. 
 Backpacking and/or camping for multiple days in remote areas. 
 Extensive travel to and from remote trailheads throughout Vermont and New Hampshire is required. 
 Collection of detailed physical and geographical information on all intersections with Appalachian Trail within the 

corridor of protected land using a Trimble (GPS) unit, handheld data logger/ tablet computer and digital camera. 
 Data transfer, differential correction and processing of GPS data using Trimble’s GPS Pathfinder Office software and 

Geospatial Experts GPS Photo-link software on a Windows based computer. 
 
QUALIFICATIONS: 
 Bachelor’s degree in conservation, resource management, forestry, or related field preferred. High school education or 

equivalent required.   
 1-2 years related experience. 
 Excellent field skills.  Must work on remote A.T. sections and off Trail in difficult terrain and in all weather conditions.   
 Ability to organize, track, and report on multiple projects and frequently changing priorities. 
 Ability to communicate professionally with individuals by phone, email and in person. 
 Strong organization, administration, and communication skills, with ability to adapt to frequent changes in schedule. 
 Ability to work effectively without direct supervision. 
 Familiarity with Leave No Trace principles (training preferred) 



 Experience and passion for working outdoors and with volunteers. 
 Current first-aid and CPR certification (Wilderness first-aid preferable)  
 Familiarity with map-and-compass, reading professional land surveyor maps and GPS navigation. 
 Fluency in computer operations, Microsoft Office, and E-mail software. 
 Experience with ArcGIS (ArcMap 10.x) and Google Earth applications desired 
 GPS data collection experience required preferably using Trimble resource-grade GPS equipment (GeoXT, GeoXH, 

Recon, Nomad, ProXRS and other units) and Trimble software (Pathfinder Office version 5 or higher). 
 
PHYSICAL DEMANDS: 
 Extensive travel and weekend work required.  Driver’s license and a reliable vehicle required. 
 Ability to hike long distances with a full pack over difficult terrain to remote locations, and bushwhack in all weather. 
 Camping and backpacking skills and willingness to spend multiple nights in the backcountry required..  
 
WORK ENVIRONMENT: 
 Rigorous outdoor work environment in the outskirts of land near the Appalachian Trail. 
 Moderate noise level when in office environment, with a high level of activity on the phone, computers, and printers. 
 Basic housing available at an ATC crew facility in Carlisle, PA. while working in the Mid-Atlantic Region 
 Travel reimbursement is provided with approval from the supervisor.  

 
TO APPLY: 
The deadline to apply is February 29, 2016. To apply please email a cover letter, resume, and three references to 

rseltzer@appalachiantrail.org.  All resumes should be titled as “Last Name_First Name.”  Please include the position title 

and your name in the email subject line.  An example subject line will read: “Corridor Stewardship Technician: Joan Smith.” 

 

 

mailto:rseltzer@appalachiantrail.org

